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fighter, and has preserved a sweet core of geniality thiough misfortunes which would have dropped acid into a less wholesome nature. Nobody can read these volumes without feeling attracted to their author They have none of those subtle and delicate harmonies which are so enchanting in the best prose of all, they are neither witty nor humorous, and they are sadly lacking in restraint, plan, concision, but they move along at a high level of clear and masculine eloquence; they are never languid or feeble, and who can refrain from admiring the unconquerable youth and buoyancy of heart which has prompted a man/, after his political career* had been broken beyond retrieve, to plan at the age of sixty-nine, and to execute between the ages of sixty-nine and eighty-seven, 'so gallant and extensive a vindication of the faith that was in him?1
, M Ollivier's apology takes the form of a general history of the Second Empire and of its intellectual and political antecedents. He wishes to show that Liberalism was an essential part of the Imperial idea, and that he was fully justified in his belief that France could enjoy a wide measuie of political liberty under an Emperor of the lineage of Napoleon. And this object is combined with a purpose which is still note directly relevant to M, Ollivier's political reputation. The Cabinet of which he was the nominal chief plunged France into the war of 1870, and not the least among the motives which have led to the composition of this elaborate book is the desire to recount the true causes of that plain and palpable catastrophe. Th.e name Ollivier is associated with a great defeat There was a time when no Frenchman could speak a good word for the Minister who, on July 15,1870, announced fiom the tribune that he entered the Prussian war ' with a light heart'. Many were the imprecations heaped on that 'light heart' of M. Ollivier No party would defend him. To the Royalists he was a demagogue, to the Republicans a renegade, to the Imperialists the quack doctor who had injured a sound
1 This favourable impression has been recently strengthened in the mind of the writer by the perusal of the charming letters published in the Rtvu* des Deux Jfffftdts (June and July, 1919).